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Coordinator Jens William Grav 
 Kastrupvej 78 3 th, DK-2300 København S Denmark

Email: jwg@mail.dk  - Phone:  +45 32 59 44 91

Homepage: www.cbss-ngo.dk

                                                                                                                                          February 26th, 2009
Dear participants,
I welcome you to the Baltic Sea Region NGO Forum in Elsinore (Helsingør). 
Elsinore with Kronborg castle is best known as the city of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 

I hope you will enjoy your participation in the NGO Forum.  

I look forward to meeting you and to exchange experiences and to discuss with you.

We are all at the moment in the greatest economic crisis since the 1930s. In this situation it’s important that we continue to focus on the development of the civil society in each of our countries and not less so between our countries. We can’t solve the crisis alone. We need to work together, both nationally and internationally
A civil dialogue is still very important, also as one of the ways trying to solve our big problems such as climate change or social exclusion. Dialogue is also a way through which you can learn to respect the cultural diversity we have today in all our societies. To get the necessary knowledge you have to go through a process of lifelong learning.  These are all themes for our workshops.

In 2001 – 8 years ago – the Danish-Russian Association took the initiative to start a transnational cooperation between NGOs from the Baltic Sea Region. So after eight years of NGO-Forums organized abroad it’s for us like a son or a daughter coming home to visit.

I hope that the forum will give you new energy to further development of our cooperation, so that we for the EU, CBSS, Nordic Council and others in the coming years can be competent partners in the development of the civil society in our region.
Best wishes,
Jens William Grav
Coordinator
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